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“Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows
me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” (John 8:12)

Dear Friends

4 Merry Christmas 4 It may be a little early, but I pray God’s blessing on each of you this Christmas
as we remember the coming of Jesus as the light of the world. Thank you so much for all of your
prayers and support this year. It is a joy to know your partnership in the gospel.

Sakata News

Thank you for praying last month. The ladies’ cooking class seemed to go well, despite me making a
mistake converting the recipe from imperial into metric and ending up with a rather wet dough. One
church lady rushed to the shops to buy more flour and somehow we managed to produce edible
cheese scones! 16 non-church ladies came, and we invited them to come to the ladies’ Christmas on
the 13t I will give the message that day and plan to speak on Jesus coming as the light of the world.
Japanese culture doesn’t necessarily think of dark=bad and light=good in the same way that Western
culture does, so I need to think how to explain this well.

We have a kids’ Christmas on the 14t and will invite children who have come to previous events. I
am making Christmas cookies. We hope that the flu going round at the moment won’t mean that
schools have to close. If that happens, children are not allowed to go out even if they are well. I will
give the Sunday School message one time this month but am not sure of the date yet. On the 7th we
have a teachers’ meeting when we will plan for the restructured Sunday School from January.

On the 215t we have our Christmas service and a small party afterwards. The 24t is the Christmas
Eve service when we hope that many guests will come. I am cooking Christmas log cakes for this.
Please pray especially for Mr KW, a seeker who finds it hard to believe, and Ms KB who is believing
but doesn’t feel she can be baptised yet out of consideration for her family. (Lots of church folks have
names beginning with K, so I will add a second letter to distinguish between them.)

On the 2md T have having Tamae, the pastor’s wife, round for lunch, with baby Homare. I will go with
her to a school event on the 5. On the 34, I have invited Mrs S who lives nearby and on the 6t, Mrs
KT. Both of these church members have challenging family situations and Mrs KT only came to faith
just about 18 months ago. I am also planning to invite my neighbour, Mrs KM. Please pray for:

% All the Christmas events, that the Christians will grow in their faith and that those who are not
yet believing will take a step closer. May church members also invite their family and friends;

% The Lord’s help as I prepare the message for the 13t. May it speak to the hearts of the ladies who
come. We would love for some of them to want to read the Bible together; and

+ An encouraging time of fellowship with each of my visitors.

Family and OMF News

Daniel’s exams are finished. He gets the results in February, three days before his training contract
is due to start. He and Yada are going to Thailand this month for a wedding (Daniel is a bridesman!)
and to spend time with Yada’s family. Matthew and Annamaria stay in London, and her parents
and sister will join them for a Slovakian Christmas on the 24% and a UK Christmas on the 25!
Calum will stay in Florida. Alistair hopes to come to Sakata from the 28t-31t. I have invited the
Kizu family on the 25t for as much of a UK Christmas dinner that I can make with things I can find
in Sakata. I also plan to take a small Christmas gift to my neighbours in the apartment block (5 other
apartments). I have decided to join the local ‘fukiya’ (dart blowing) club and now have my own blow
pipe and darts. I also found a local class that teaches Shonai sashiko (embroidery from this area).
Please pray that:

% Each of us will take time in the midst of busyness to consider the real meaning of Christmas;
% I can be salt and light in the community as I get involved in various things, to build good
relationships and for opportunities to share about Jesus.

Thank you so much. With love and prayers, Lorna



