DECEMBER NEWSLETTER

LINLITHGOW AND
AVON VALLEY

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND

A Festive Welcome

It's December, and the Linlithgow and Avon Valley Parish Churches are twinkling
with excitement! Familiar signs of the season are all around us: the Christmas trees
are firmly in place in St Michael’s, carols are beginning to drift along the High Street,
and many of us are already wondering, “How is it already the 11th of December?”...

Amid the preparations and the busyness, we invite you to pause for a moment and
enjoy a look at some of the highlights of this season below, with a few non-festive
notices wrapped up inside.

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing, Glory To
The Newborn King

A welcome from Bill Jones, Director of Music,
St Michael’s Church

| remain as excited about the music of Christmas as |
was as a child. Whether it's festive praise in church,
a good old pub singalong or lusty carol singing, | hope
you all feel the joy of music, whether or not you take
an active part.

As | write, hundreds of visitors are enjoying the Christmas Tree festival in St Michael's, and this is
just the start! Music will continue to resound through all our churches in services, concerts and
events over coming weeks. These will include the Torphichen-led Mystery Play on 14th December,
the Christmas Carol Evening on 20th December and the Festival of Lessons and Carols at 7pm on
21st December, when Linlithgow String Orchestra will add further colour to the accompaniments.

On Monday, 22nd December a group of us will meet in Cross House at 6.30pm ready to undertake
a Christmas Carol musical journey to Linlithgow High Street’s pubs including Platform 3, The Four
Marys and The Cricketers’ Arms. Please come and join us.

| wish all of you a very musically festive experience this Christmas and hope to see many of you at
one of the many celebration services over the coming weeks.

Return of The Trees

A big thank you to everyone involved in organising and

setting up the Christmas Tree Festival at St Michael’s. Your

imagination, hard work and enthusiasm have created a

sparkling event that has welcomed many visitors who might
. not normally step inside a church. This continues to be such

an enjoyable and much-loved part of Christmas in our
4 parish.
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We extend a warm welcome to you and your family to
join us for our Advent and Christmas services.

Avonbridge
Sunday, 14 December
1lam United Service at St Michael’s Church, Linlithgow

Friday, 19 December
7pm Community Carols (+ mince pies), Avonbridge Church Halll

Sunday, 21 December Fourth Sunday in Advent
10am Lessons and Carols Service, Avonbridge Church Hall

Wednesday, 24 December Christmas Eve
8pm Round the World at Christmas, Torphichen Church

Wednesday, 24 December Christmas Eve
11.30pm Christmas Eve Watch Night Service, Avonbridge Church Hall

Sunday, 28 December
10am Family Service, Avonbridge Church Hall

St Michaels

Sunday, 14 December

10.00am St Michael’s at Springfield Carol Service
10.00am Morning Service with Christmas Mystery Play
1.00pm Christmas Mystery Play

Wednesday, 17 December
7.00pm Blue Chistmas Service

Sunday, 21 December Fourth Sunday in Advent
10.00am Christmas Family Service
7.00pm Festival of Lessons and Carols

Wednesday, 24 December Christmas Eve
7.00pm Christingle Service




11.00pm Community Carol Singing
11.30pm Joint Christmas Eve Watch Night Service with St Ninian's Craigmailen

Thursday, 25 December Christmas Day
11.00am, Joint Christmas Morning Family Service

Sunday, 28 December
10.00am Morning Service

Sunday, 4 January 2026
10.00am Epiphany

St Ninian's Craigmailen
Wednesdays at Ipm up to 24th December
A short service of readings and prayer

Sunday, 14 December
11.00am Morning Service

Sunday, 21 December Fourth Sunday in Advent
11.00am Nativity Service

Wednesday, 24 December Christmas Eve
6.30pm Christingle Service

11.00pm for 11.30pm Christmas Eve Watch Night Service at St Michael’s

Thursday, 25 December Christmas Day
11.00am Christmas Morning Family Service at St Michael’s

Sunday, 28 December
11.00am Morning Service

Sunday, 4 January 2026
11.00am Epiphany - Informal Communion Service

Torphichen
Sunday, 14 December
10am and Ipm Joint Service at St Michael’s Linlithgow

Saturday, 20 December
7.30pm Christmas Carol Evening, St John’s Hall

Sunday, 21 December Fourth Sunday in Advent
11.15am Service of Lessons and Carols (+ congregational lunch)

Wednesday, 24 December, Christmas Eve
8pm Christmas Eve Service (+ refreshments)

Thursday, 25 December Christmas Day
llam Christmas Morning Family Service at St Michael’s Linlithgow

CDs of St Michael’s Sunday services are also available for those without internet access. Please
check in with neighbours and friends to see if they would like a copy and then contact the church
office: info@linavonchurch.org.uk



mailto:info@linavonchurch.org.uk

Unexpected Bell Tower Guests...
Spotted high up in the St Michael’s bell tower, some surprise winter
guests - harlequin ladybirds along with their 7-spot ladybird cousins.

Ladybirds in the UK hibernate during winter in a state called
diapause, seeking sheltered and insulated spots. Hibernation helps
them avoid harsh weather and conserve energy until spring, when
they emerge to find food and reproduce.

Alpha Course 2026

We are excited to say that Alpha is coming to Linlithgow mid-January

(date and time tbc), and we warmly invite you to be part of this 10-week

journey exploring life, faith and purpose. With over 30 years of impact

and 30 million participants, Alpha offers food, a short video and relaxed
Y 5 small-group conversation. This first course for Linavon parish is aimed
OU I'e primarily at those within the congregations for us all to become familiar

e 't- d with it and be happy to invite others to future courses. Please pray and
lnvl e look out for full details soon.

Please contact Russell Hogan for further details.

Try Alpha.

Jolly Babies Turn Three

Over 60 past and present members celebrated three years

of Jolly Babies on 15th November. Thanks to members who "
donated delicious baked goods. To celebrate, we have
produced a booklet containing recipes for soup and other
tried and tested favourites. Over £350 has been raised for
ASPIRE! Jolly Babies is for babies up to 12 months with
their carer and is held on Wednesdays from 11-1pm in the
Kirk Hall.

Blue Christmas Service

Christmas is not always easy. For many, this season
can stir feelings of grief, stress, or loneliness, and it can
be hard to celebrate when your heart is hurting.

Come and join us! All are welcome.

Blue Christmas

SEI'V].CG You are invited to a gentle, peaceful evening of worship
- created especially for those who may be struggling this
ecember 17" i
At7pm year. Together, we will make space for comfort, hope,
St Michael's Parish Church and the quiet presence of God.

Linlithgow

T sy ) SRS e All are welcome to the Blue Christmas Service on
i hr kst ey e g Wednesday 17th December, 7pm at St Michael's
ogp?rmnity for .conversaﬁon and fellowship with the

ministers and with each. Ch UrCh .
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Fanuly Ceidh
The Children and Young People team are hosting a family Lt ger sud Aven Volley Chiseh
ceilidh on 24 January 2026, from 4pm—-6pm at Longcroft 7 ’ &M
Hall. Come along for a fun event filled with dancing, food, W@

and lots of smiles! Don’t worry if you’re new to ceilidh B fribimaits

dancing -you’ll pick it up as you go along. No experience Come and enjoy the fun

required - the only steps you need to know are the steps A dpmm = 6pm N
through the door! 4 24th January 2025 ;
‘ SAVETHEDATE |
I I

A QR code for booking will be shared soon, but for now,
please save the date. We can’t wait to see you there!

Linlithgow Rock Choir Concert

What a wonderful evening we enjoyed at St

Michael’s on Tuesday 25 November, as the

== newly formed Linlithgow Rock Choir took to

- the stage for its very first concert - and

performed to a full church! The singers truly

gave it their all, filling the building with

energy, enthusiasm and great music.

Thanks to their efforts and the generosity of

everyone who attended - almost £1,500

was raised in support of Project 600, which

will fund essential repairs to the church roof, stonework, and drainage. A heartfelt thank you to all
who shared their time, talents, and support. We can’t wait to welcome you back again in 2026!

Girls Brigade

Our Girls Brigade company meet during term time in the Longcroft Halls,
Philip Avenue on Wednesday evenings from 6.15pm to 7.30pm for
Explorers (P1 to P3) and Juniors (P4 to P7) and from 6.30pm to 7.45pm
for Brigaders (S1 upwards).

We do stories and crafts, play games and have lots of fun. This year our Focus
is on ‘Healthy Lifestyles’.

’ Cross House “House for The Town” Grant Application
AS e delivered ahead of schedule

[ ] [ ]
Linlithgow on Friday 7thNovember 2025, Liniithgow and Avon Valley Co$ submitted its
Grant Application to the National Lottery Heritage Fund for the “House for the
Town” Project that, if successful, will see investment in Cross House to restore
A HOUSG fOI’ and transform the building to secure its future for generations to come. It's use
will be anchored on our three themes of faith, community and heritage.

the 70’“/”’ Decision expected by March 2026.
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St John's Hall, Manse Rd, Torphichen

Christmas music and singing for all.

Saturday 20th December
Starts at 7.30pm (Musicians-please be there by 7pm)
Allow time for parking!

Torphichen Christmas Carol Evening

Come and join our impromptu orchestra. We have
everyone from youngsters (Grade 3 upwards) to
professionals and play a variety of carols. Words and cake
provided. It's fun; it's not a concert performance!

If you play an orchestral type of instrument and would like
to join, please contact Innes Duncan so that he can
arrange the music. Please allow plenty of time for
parking.

Musicians-please contact Innes Duncan on 01506 652169,
innesduncan57@hotmail.com by one week before to have sheet

music ready.

Loads of refreshments
Everybody welcome
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Christmas Unwrapped

St Michael’s and St John’s were happy to host one hundred
and fifty(!) P5s from Linlithgow Primary Schools for
CHRISTMAS UNWRAPPED, an assembly where students
got to learn from Mary about Jesus’ birth and the Wise Men
and the special meaning of their gifts to Jesus. Thanks for
all your support and prayers in making this outreach to
schools happen!

Everything But “The Orange”
. A dedicated team of volunteers has lovingly prepared 500
| Christingle bags, ready to be gifted to every P1 child across
| the Parish. Our Parish now includes all Linlithgow primary
schools, along with Torphichen, Westfield, Avonbridge, and
*& Drumbowie Primary in Standburn.

Each deconstructed Christingle bag contains everything
needed to create your own Christingle at home - including
simple instructions, a chocolate angel, and a small Nativity
story to share the joy of Christmas.

Wishing all organisations with small children across the Parish
a very happy and blessed Christmas!
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Tearfund Quiz Night 2025

A Kirk Hall full of people took part in Tearfund’s Big Quiz Night,
) raising valuable funds for communities in some of the poorest
. parts of the world and showing how churches can make a

positive difference in leading community transformation. £475

was raised for Tearfund. Watch out for the 2026 quiz next

Autumn!

Linlithgow Ladies Choir Concert

Join us for a festive afternoon of music as the Linlithgow &S-. ..

Ladies Choir presents their 2025 Christmas Concert!

The performance takes place on Saturday 13th

December at 4pm in St. Michael's Parish Church,

Linlithgow, with doors opening from 3:30pm. 2025

INLITHGO\VI
LADIES CHOIR

Bring family and friends to enjoy a warm, seasonal
programme guaranteed to lift your spirits.
Admission: £10 adults, £5 under 12s, and free for under
5s. Pay on entry.

. . ' Saturday 13th December at 4pm
We look forward to celebrating the season with you! (doors 3:30pm)

Admission: £10

Under 12s: £5 . )
Under 5s: Free St. Michael's

Pay on entry Parish Church,
Linlithgow

Just one thing.... Caring for God’s Creation
5 You are invited to think one step further about actively reducing
consumption. Before you buy, ask yourself: do | really need it?

Make just one change, buy less, reuse and re purpose more. Why not try a
‘No-spend-on -non-essentials’ day as a way of reducing the grip of
consumerism. It could become a habit...

Recycling — The Easy Way

Lots of you clicked on the blister pack recycling item last month.
Unfortunately, the Boots scheme turns out to be extremely
complicated! You can, however, forget about uploading photos or
chasing vanishing vouchers. Simply head into a large Boots shop (e.g.
Falkirk or Bathgate), locate the dedicated recycling container and drop
off your empties.




~ Prayer Items
Sunday - At this busy time pray for our ministry team, our door teams
at each church and our events team. May they know God's blessing
in their work.

Monday - Pray for all engaged in valuable fundraising at this time. We
especially mention Kevin Sinfield and his huge work raising funds for
motor neurone disease.

Tuesday - Pray for the West Lothian Foodbank and all those it supports at this time.

Wednesday - Pray that many children will engage with our events and come to know the story of
Jesus birth.

Thursday - Pray for those who have lost loved ones this Christmas, and for those who are alone.

Friday - Pray for persecuted Christians around the world that they may find a way to celebrate
Christmas safely.

Saturday - Christmas is a time where many come to church who don't usually attend. Pray that they
may encounter Jesus this Christmas.

What'’s your News!

Thanks for reading our newsletter! Do you have something recent or upcoming
to share across our parish? If so, please contact our newsletter editor by
Sunday 18 January (the earlier, the better).

We take our members’ privacy seriously, and the information provided will be retained by us for as long as it is
required for the purpose for which it was collected or unless you tell us otherwise. A copy of our full Privacy Notice,
and other Data Protection information can be found at: Data Protection | St. Michael's Parish Church or Torphichen
Kirk - Privacy. We hope to update the Facebook pages for St Ninian’s Craigmailen, and Avonbridge in due course

This information is for church use only and is not shared with any third parties

St t Michael's Church Office
10 Cross House

Linlithgow

EH49 7AH

@ 01506 842188

>4 info@linavonchurch.org.uk

Linlithgow and Avon Valley Church of Scotland is a
Scottish Charity Reg No SC016185
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