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Worship with Us 

Avonbridge 10am (except the second Sunday) 
• 10:30am Agape Breakfast on the second Sunday of each month 

St Michael’s 10am 

• Also available on the church website and on Facebook 

• Sunday evening contemporary services take place in the Kirk Hall, Cross House at 
6.30pm.  Next service is 31 May and fortnightly thereafter.   

St Michael’s at Springfield 10am 
• You are invited to enter the school hall by the main door. 

St Ninian’s Craigmailen 11am 
• Also available on Zoom 
• Details of the forthcoming 11 a.m. Sunday service are posted in advance and a recording 

of the service is uploaded during the following week to our Facebook page. 

Torphichen 11:15am 

• Sunday Evening "Zoom" Services.  Informal, participatory online Sunday evening service 
with the opportunity to chat afterwards. Click here from 6:50pm 

 
CDs of St Michael’s Sunday services are also available for those without internet access. Please 
check in with neighbours and friends to see if they would like a copy and then contact the church 
office 

PEWS NEWS 

Welcome to the May Newsletter! Over the last week or so, the Kirk Session shared 
summaries from the financial reports of the first full year of our Church Partnership, 
Linlithgow and Avon Valley. As we reflect on this first chapter together as a joint 
parish, we hope this newsletter continues to strengthen those connections - sharing 
some of the many wonderful things happening across our parish and helping us grow 
together as one church community in response to the Joyful Generosity of God 
 

https://click.mlsend.com/link/c/YT0yNTk3OTUyOTM2NDk1NTUyNDk5JmM9ZDB6NSZlPTMwNjI0MzMmYj0xMzc3MjM2OTM0JmQ9eDZ3MWE4Yw==.NhiDQYJhOpSLDb2xweJc-8vIizYLcn2xEdfH4-ArT7A
https://click.mlsend.com/link/c/YT0yNTk3OTUyOTM2NDk1NTUyNDk5JmM9ZDB6NSZlPTMwNjI0MzMmYj0xMzc3MjM2OTM4JmQ9ajF2MmczZA==.s37gQQ7taUWNfMDIFlZUsdrIRFqxiDtSU1jQFVXBLWY
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/5053577664?pwd=aVNkbTRjZHdhbWdrMDgvT1Rid0pFUT09&omn=83658465922
https://www.facebook.com/p/St-Ninians-Craigmailen-Church-Linlithgow-100066794680980/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82660439113?pwd=ak93N0ZqbXFhYlAwWENweFFmNUFlUT09
mailto:info@linavonchurch.org.uk?subject=Enquiry%20about%20Sunday%20Service%20CDs
mailto:info@linavonchurch.org.uk?subject=Enquiry%20about%20Sunday%20Service%20CDs


Joyful Generosity Gathering 
Come, consume cake, foster friendship, share stories, 
your ideas & questions. 
 
Celebrate some of the many things your generosity is 
supporting and how with your help, we can build on 
these and develop the Mission of our Congregation. 
 
Join the celebration of God’s Generosity at one of the 3 
Gathering Events in Cross House, Linlithgow on 
Saturday 23rd May: either 10am-12noon or 2-4pm or 7-
9pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 

Torphichen Kirk Gala Day Café – 
Saturday 13 June  
Join us from 10am - 3pm for drinks, baking, and 
filled rolls, with all profits going to the West Lothian 
Foodbank. 
 
Suggested donations: £3 for any drink with any 
snack, £2 drink only, £1.50 for a filled roll. 
 
If you would like to donate more, please give appropriately. Every customer will receive a free gift! 
 
A small selection of gluten-free items will also be available on request. 
 
. 



 

 
 
 

Linlithgow String Orchestra is 10 years old this month! 
Six weeks on from the well-received “Messiah for the Community” in St Michael’s, our musicians are 
performing again soon!  The Linlithgow String Orchestra will be performing its 10th Anniversary 
Summer Concert on Sunday 7th June at 2.30pm in the Burgh Halls, featuring another world 
premiere. We look forward to seeing you there. 

Link to website 
 

https://www.linlithgowstringorchestra.uk/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Summer Nights are Back! 
 
If you didn’t manage to attend the Solea guitar duo 
performance in April, the good news is that the programme 
continues through Summer at Torphichen Church with a 
fabulous variety of chamber music for you to enjoy. Every 
last Sunday of the month through to August, concerts take 
place at 7pm – click on the link below for full details 

Summer Nights  

 
  

https://click.mlsend.com/link/c/YT0yOTkzNjY5NDIwMjI1NjY0NTUwJmM9ajZ5NSZlPTE5MjgmYj0xNTM1OTc1NTE2JmQ9bTl4MHU2bQ==.Ixlwnc8wCQF6FLyX7zE3uKb0y8sk_37ekZFQUH--qUU


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Election Successes for LAV 
Families  
Two of Scotland’s new MSPs come from 
LAV Parish families. Our new constituency 
MSP Martyn Day (SNP) will be well known 
from serving previously as our Westminster 
constituency MP. Jenny Young (Scottish 
Labour) was successful in her first election, 
as a list MSP for Central Scotland. Our 
congratulations and prayers go to both. 
 
 
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A big “thank you” from Girls Brigade 
Thank you to all those who supported our coffee morning 
on Saturday 25 April. The grand total of £433.05 was 
raised for company funds. The leftover books, games 
and toys from our stall were passed on to Aspire for their 
next book sale. 

 

Our last night of this 
session is our Annual 
Display which will be 
held on Wednesday 20 
May. The girls will be 

showcasing what they have been learning during the year as well as 
receiving their badges and awards. Following on from this, the girls 
and leaders will be taking a well earned rest over the summer 
holidays and will resume after the schools go back in August. 
 
  



 

Meet the Teams… Mission & Outreach 
We are continuing our series introducing the Kirk Session 
teams who do much of the work on behalf of us all. This 
month, we focus on the Mission and Outreach Team, 
headed by Graeme Shaw. 
 
Graeme says, "The Mission and Outreach Team exists to 
bridge the gap between our faith and the reality of 
everyday life. If mission is our overarching purpose, 
participating in what God is doing locally, then outreach is 
the boots-on-the-ground work to make it happen. 
 
God is at work in our community and our team is ready to 
be forward-thinking and step outside the box to engage 
meaningfully with our community by being God's hands. 

Please contact me here (graemeshaw2014@gmail.com) if you see a practical need we are missing 
or if you want to help us put our faith into genuine action.". 
 
 
 
 
 

Looking Ahead with Faith and 
Purpose 
 
Kirk Session gathered in May to reflect on an 
important year in the life of Linlithgow and 
Avon Valley Church of Scotland, approving 
the 2025 Annual Report and Financial 
Statements for the first full year of the united 
parish. Alongside reviewing the church’s 
financial position, members looked ahead to 
future opportunities and challenges, 
including the stewardship of parish 
properties and how best to support worship, 
mission and outreach across the community. 

 
Excitement is also building for the Joyful Generosity Gathering on 23 May, while the recent Alpha 
Course has been celebrated as a great success, with plans already underway for a new course in 
September and further mission activities in the months ahead. 
 
 
 
 
  

Click to read full report  

tread full report 

mailto:graemeshaw2014@gmail.com
https://stmichaelsparish.org.uk/assets/uploads/docs/What_s_Happening_at_Kirk_Session_-_May_2026.pdf


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Pray Every Day 
SUNDAY - pray for our ministry team and for others leading services 
around the parish. Pray THAT they will know God's guidance and 
blessing in this work. 
 
MONDAY - give thanks that Brian Rhind has taken over as leader of the 
Children and Young People's team. Pray he is well supported by the 
congregation in this work. 
 

TUESDAY - Pray for a just and fair end to the wars in the Middle East. Prayer that the antisemitic 
backlash in response to this in some places will end. 
 
WEDNESDAY - pray for wisdom, honesty and good leadership from those newly elected in the 
recent elections. 
 



THURSDAY - pray for us as a congregation as we face difficult decisions about which of our 
buildings to keep and maintain. Prayer that these decisions will be carried out in a spirit of 
graciousness and not threaten the unity of the congregation. 
 
FRIDAY - pray for our ongoing Season of Joyful Giving. Prayer we will be inspired to give generously 
in response to the many ways in which God has blessed us. 
 
SATURDAY - give thanks for all who provide music for us across the Churches and for the huge 
contribution this makes to worship. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Share Your News 
We’re always very happy to hear your feedback on the newsletter, or to 
receive word of anything recent or upcoming to be shared across our parish. 
Please contact our newsletter team by Sunday 21 June to make the next 
issue. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We take our members’ privacy seriously, and the information provided will be retained by us for as long as it is 
required for the purpose for which it was collected or unless you tell us otherwise. A copy of our full Privacy Notice, 

and other Data Protection information can be found at: Privacy Notice or Torphichen Kirk - Privacy. We hope to 

update the Facebook pages for St Ninian’s Craigmailen, and Avonbridge in due course 
 
 
 
This information is for church use only andce is not shared with any third parties  

St t Michael's Church Office 
10 Cross House 

Linlithgow 
EH49 7AH 

 01506 842188 
 info@linavonchurch.org.uk 

 
Linlithgow & Avon Valley Church of Scotland is a 

Scottish Charity Reg No SC016185 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:news@linavonchurch.org.uk?subject=Newsletter%20Item%20or%20Feedback
https://stmichaelsparish.org.uk/assets/uploads/docs/Agenda_Item_16_-_Privacy_Notice.pdf
https://www.torphichenkirk.com/privacy.php
https://stmichaelsparish.org.uk/assets/uploads/docs/Agenda_Item_16_-_Privacy_Notice.pdf

