‘The Dignity of Those Left for Dead’
Guest Preacher: the Revd Dr Stewart Gillan

Genesis 1:26-31

26 Then God said, ‘Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and
let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over
the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that
creeps upon the earth.’

27So God created humankind in his image,
in the image of God he created them;
male and female he created them.

28 God blessed them, and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth
and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air
and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.’ 22 God said, ‘See, I have given you
every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed
in its fruit; you shall have them for food. 32 And to every beast of the earth, and to every
bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath
of life, [ have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. 31 God saw everything that
he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and there was
morning, the sixth day.

Luke 10:26-37

26 He said to him, ‘What is written in the law? What do you read there?' 27 He answered,
‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all
your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbour as yourself.’ 28 And he said to
him, ‘You have given the right answer; do this, and you will live.’

29 But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, ‘And who is my neighbour?’ 3%]Jesus
replied, ‘A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the hands of
robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and went away, leaving him half dead. 31 Now by
chance a priest was going down that road; and when he saw him, he passed by on the
other side. 32 So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on
the other side. 33 But a Samaritan while travelling came near him; and when he saw him,
he was moved with pity. 34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil
and wine on them. Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took
care of him. 35 The next day he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and
said, “Take care of him; and when I come back, I will repay you whatever more you
spend.” 36 Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbour to the man who fell into
the hands of the robbers?’ 37 He said, “The one who showed him mercy.’ Jesus said to
him, ‘Go and do likewise.’

1. What do you think it means to be made ‘in the image and likeness of God'?
2. How would your life be different if you fully recognised God’s image in each
person?
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In our reading from Luke, which character do you most identify with? Why?
What point is Jesus making in this story?

If you were to update the story of the Good Samaritan for contemporary
Scotland, what character would you include?

Activity: write down a list of the people you dislike most. Then, in a time of
prayer, imagine them lying broken and bleeding by the roadside. How do you
react to seeing them this way? Are you shocked? Sad? Happy? Then, if you are
able, imagine going over to them and helping tend their wounds. Repeat this for
each person on your list, and then ask God to help you love others even when it is
hard, or when you feel they do not deserve your love



